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Commissioner George R. Neugent 
25 Ships Way 
Big Pine Key, Florida  33043 
305-872-1678 
Neugent-george@monroecounty-fl.gov
 
August 2, 2005 
 
Monroe County Board of Commissioners 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
In June of this year, The supreme Court rendered a 5 – 4 decision on the Kelo vs. New London, 
Connecticut, which gave local governments the power to seize the homes of property owners and then 
turn them over to private developers.  Under Florida’s Community Redevelopment Act that allows, 
under the vague definition of “Blighted” areas, properties to be condemned by local governments 
under eminent domain. 
 
Under this determination, local governments are allowed to declare, for a quote un quote, legitimate 
public purpose, and condemn your home as it sees appropriate and to turn it over to a developer to 
build condominiums.  The misuse of Eminent Domain in Florida has been occurring in the State of 
Florida for longer than one might have realized. 
 
Florida’s “blight” definition creates a path for virtually any private property in the state to be 
condemned under the guise of public benefit.  Florida’s legislature has statutorily expanded, over the 
years, the interpretation of “public use” qualification for more justification of Eminent Domain. 
 
It is my strong belief that the original framers of the constitution in-no-way meant for the power of 
eminent domain to be used in this way.  And, I can’t understand how The Supreme Court knowing the 
relationship and pressures local elected officials comes under could believe this to be a local matter to 
be addressed by the electorate.  This is a clear U.S. Constitutional issue where The Supreme Court in a 
5 – 4 vote were wrong.  Eminent domain is a powerful tool to be used only for clear needs to benefit 
the general public of the community; a case of clear public purpose for the general good of the 
community must be made.  Securing private property not for sale and then to turn it over to a 
developer to build a WalMart or condominiums does not come close to that threshold for me.  So 
therefore, I propose the following resolution: 
  
 A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF MONROE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA IN THE MATTER OF PROTECTING THE PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS 
OF MONROE COUNTY RESIDENTS. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
George R. Neugent 
District 2 
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